Extra Credit Opportunities for INR2002.001

1) The Dictator’s Handbook: 
Submit via canvas, worth 6 extra points on your final grade.
1) Read the book. It can be found in various forms, but here is a link to the book on amazon: https://www.amazon.com/Dictators-Handbook-Behavior-Almost-Politics-ebook/dp/B005GPSLHI

2) Answer 2 of the following 3 essay questions (3 points each). Each answer must be between 500 and 800 words. You must answer each part of the question to receive credit.
a. What is the main argument of the text? How do the authors support their assumptions and conclusions? According to the authors, what are the rules of politics; and what to they mean for leaders?
b. Are autocrats and democrats different? Why or why not? How do the authors demonstrate this distinction or lack thereof? How does this impact foreign policy? Use a few examples from the book to elaborate on your assertions.
c. What is a winning coalition? Why is it important? How is it different in democracies than in autocracies? Elaborate on this using at least one example from the book. Don’t forget to also discuss the nominal selectorate and the real selectorate.


2) Food Drive: bring in up to 10 items for the campus food bank—Beyond Food. Each item is worth 1 point on an exam, for a total of 10 extra points added to your grade. 


3) Suggest a song for the class playlist: 
submit via canvas, worth an extra 6 points on an exam (max 2 submissions)
1) Find a song that isn’t on the playlist, but is somehow political. Provide song title, artist, album, and date released. 
2) Type up the lyrics to the song.
3) Provide an explanation for why/how the song is political. Must be at least a paragraph, but no more than one page in length.  


4)  Critically analyze a song on the class playlist: 
Submit via canvas, use this as a replacement assignment for a missed class assignment.
1) Choose a song on the playlist. Provide song title, artist, album, and date released. 
2) Type the lyrics to the song.
3) Provide an explanation for why/how the song is political. Relate this analysis to concepts learned in class, historical events, and current events. Use critical analysis. Must be at least one page, but no more than three pages in length. Include citations.


5) [bookmark: _GoBack]Attend an event on campus related to topics discussed in our class:
Submit via canvas, worth 2 extra points on your final grade.
1) Identify and attend a campus event related to politics, world politics, or anything related to the topics discussed in this class.
2) Provide details of the event (i.e. a flier, email, announcement for the event).
3) Provide a summary of the event; including strengths and weaknesses, as well as an explanation of how the event relates to our class/world politics. Must be at least one page, but no more than two pages in length. 
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